


Sapientic

You will come to a place where the streets are not marked.
Some windows are lighted. But mostly they're darked.

A place you could sprain both your elbow and chin!

Do you dare to stay out? Do you dare to go in?

How much can you lose? How much can you win?

‘Oh the places you’ll go!’, Dr Seuss.

Late in Term Three, our Year Twelve students received a care package from the school. One of the
items included was a copy of the Dr Seuss book, ‘Oh the places you’ll go!. Throughout this text,
the reader is reminded of their potential, and all the meaningful things they will achieve, despite
the inevitable challenges that will arise and the uncertainty that these periods will bring.

Reading the articles in this Term’s Altior et Sapientior, it is quite remarkable to see our students
being able to write reflectively about their experiences during this difficult period. They remain
focused on their strengths and the opportunities and support around them, and have developed
new levels of self-awareness as they, at times, work more independently.

I have heard many comments from parents over these past two years that indicate they know
more about their children as learners as a result of having the opportunity to observe them more
directly during the pandemic. It is also clear from the many discussions staff and students are
having, that students are learning more about themselves, and the habits they need to cultivate in
order to be confident, independent and successful learners once they leave the school setting.

Developing self-awareness in this way requires honest reflection. It requires us to consider
where we are, where we want to be, and what we need to do in order to get there. As students
are supported to build their understanding in this way, their sense of self-efficacy increases. As
a community of learners, when we share the belief that through our effort, we can overcome
challenges, we become more effective in producing positive outcomes. At a time when so much
is outside of our control, remaining focused on what is within our control is both healthy and
productive.

While we continue to encounter ‘streets [that] are not marked’, it is important that we remain
focused on our strengths, both as individuals and as a community.

Kate Dullard



Never underestimate
a Prep student!

In 2019 it would have been hard to imagine a time in which educators would inform their
Preparatory students that they were no longer going to be learning in the classroom, and
would be learning without all their manipulatives, rich texts and resources at their fingertips.®
But as we gratefully acknowledge, every time we return to Remote Learning, our students &
families give us a master class in resilience, flexibility and adaptability.

We could not be prouder of the way the students not only seamlessly transition to Remo
Learning, but the incredible way they maintain their dedication to the learning even for o
stretches at time. We know that many families face significant struggles, as parents manage
their own workload whilst trying to provide the support that our younger learners require
when technology is the gateway to the learning; however, we are continually greeted with™
enormous smiles, words of encouragement and exciting news as we arrive on their screen
each morning.

We love the pre-lesson chats that allow us to hear about those who finally conquered their
training wheels, had a visit from the Tooth Fairy or baked something delicious. Even better
when we hear about how families extended the learning by doing an experiment at home
or beat the lockdown blues by enjoying a bike ride at recess. It is heart-warming to see
workspaces becoming more colourful as families display and celebrate the products of the
lessons.

We can’t thank our students and parents enough. Classrooms without children are joyl
spaces but PEGS families are delivering the joy to us each and every day, and we are
grateful.

Amelia Turner
Prep Coordinator, Junior School (girls)

Remaining connected

The word ‘connection’ has taken many meanings recently, and has become a well-used

of our contemporary lexicon. In our school context, we discuss and share when we have
Internet connection, when we are missing real life connections, when students are making
connections to texts when reading, and we are constantly reimagining what it is like to re
connected as our PEGS community.

We begin connecting with our students each day on Google Meets, and these gatherings hely
create, establish and solidify our feelings of belonging. When the omnipresent ‘ding’ of joining
Meets is followed shortly after with sounds of happy voices and the odd happy song, or class
playlist, and then the vision of 25 smiling girls, we know we are all in for a great day. If it is
a Friday, then we know also to expect a burst of rainbow colours, or a fancy hat, or crazy
hairstyles — for that extra element of connectedness and fun.

Our weekly assemblies, our morning boggle quizzes, our class games and polls are all ways
in which we are remaining connected, albeit a little differently from the past. We thank you all
for contributing to this.

Kylie Hammond
Year One and Two Coordinator, Junior School (girls)
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Distance
learning
journey

We teach and learn. No matter where we are, our emphasis
remains the same. Teach and learn. Our students have
taught us more than we can imagine. Together we upskill
our knowledge of the digital world. Our teaching capacities
expanding daily, to realms never ventured before.

The time for class ticks over on the digital screen and with the
press of the button the awaiting students enter. Albeit, a much
quieter entry than in our classroom at school, but they make it.
Ready for another day of distance learning.

The planning has been done, the roll call is complete, the links
are working and the boys are ready. The raise of a virtual hand
signifies an inquisitive question or a call for clarification. Our
students are here, continuing to make the most of their time,
listening, researching, clicking, smiling, safe in their warm
houses. They know why we are home; so we can return to
school and all the things they love, all the things that make
them who they are...in time.

The silent cheer rings out as the press conference

declares ‘return to school’. The buzz of the discussion post
announcement, the energy emanates from the screen. We
return, the very next day. Our transition, smooth and calm and
anticipated. The masks, the sanitiser, the play bubbles, exist.
The chime of the bell, the laughter through the playground.
Students, parents, teachers are powerful, real and as
important as ever.

We are here, we made it back.

Ebony Paulka
Year Four teacher, Junior School (boys)



Connected and
resilient learners

In the current circumstances, with changes occurring rapidly and
repeatedly, we might not be surprised if our students were to

respond by narrowing their focus to their own immed
(We have seen this from time to time in the wider co
the last year or so).

The pandemic has certainly been more challenging
than others, but we have been lucky to see from ou
a determination to remain connected. Online classes
particularly the break-out groups which are made possible by
Google Meet sessions — have allowed students to continue to lear
from and with each other, even as we are required to be physically
apart.

House meetings and shared Form activities (including the semi
presented by Sue Pain and Paul Dillon), and enrichment
like debating and Tournament of Minds, have also allowed
to stay connected to each other and their school. Some have
even expanded their sphere of influence beyond the school by
supporting charity organisations like Koala Kids. This
to see themselves as part of a bigger whole says muc
the breadth of their perspective, their compassion, anc
commitment to each other and the communities to whic
belong.

Learning from home is not the same as learning at school,
students have adapted well to its new realities. They may'h
stumbled occasionally, but overall their responses have been

courageous, persistent and resourceful, and their resilience iw

face of adversity has been admirable.

Anthony Simmons
Head of McNab House
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Camp
themes

As Outdoor Education teachers,

the team at Eildon Camp have long
known the benefits of our programs.

At each year level underlying themes
and activities are incorporated into

the programs, such as leadership,
communication, goal-setting and
resilience. Our curriculum is a carefully
sequenced set of themes and activities
aimed at the holistic development of
our students.

Despite some interruptions, Eildon
Camp has remained focused on
providing our students with fulfilling
and transferrable outdoor experiences.
We have been adaptable and flexible,
and this approach has been a feature
during the camp activities that we have
presented to all students.

The students have not taken any
opportunity for granted. We have
witnessed our students develop
goal setting and independence-
based strategies to apply to initiative
activities, archery, fire lighting and
white-water paddling. The culmination
of this learning occurs in the final
morning activity of 'Survivor Games'.
Teams compete in a series of linked
tasks that draw on specific learning
from the previous activities.

We feel lucky to be able to offer our
students these opportunities and know
that these experiences not only add

to the PEGS experience but prepare
our young men and women for other
challenges life presents.

Stephen Collins
Acting Manager, Eildon Camp




Knowing
our boys

| was recently reminded that the best teaching
and learning happen when students are engaged,
energised and self-motivated and that this
outcome can be influenced by the relationship
between the pupil and the educator. Knowing
one’s material is important but the human
connection between teacher and student is where
the turbo charger kicks in.

A school with positive relationships provides a
safe emotional environment where boys can
learn about themselves and about how to interact
and relate with others. These ‘lessons’ are central
to the wellbeing and learning success of our
students. Right now, when the world feels out of
kilter and upside down, our young people need
their adult mentors more than ever. They need

us to allow them to learn how to regulate their
emotions, connect with others, develop social
and emotional resilience, and grow. They need
us to set clear boundaries but to also allow them
to bounce off these boundaries, not snap them at
the first ounce of pressure.

We know that on average our students need nine
hours of sleep but get six. We recognise that
time apart from peers and activities they love is
tough. We understand that boys are not always
comfortable to speak about their feelings and
may even lack the language to do so. All of us
need to work together to build these relationships
that allow us to give our young people what they
need in spades as they progress through the
Middle School.

Caroline Horton Andrews
Head of Gottliebsen House
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Olympics

What has helped me

Ruchi Bath-Samarakoon

Quinton Nguyen

Sandra Sujith

Asel Kumarasinghe

Seliyan Thivearaj



Real life education

In Term Two, we started learning about the changes that we will go through in the
coming years as a result of puberty. Our presenter Sue Pain ran three sessions
to discuss a range of the changes and considerations for growing up.

When we heard that we were going to take part in these conversations, we were
worried that there might be topics that would be difficult to understand, and wary
that there would be some things that are simply uncomfortable to talk about with
our peers or teachers.

The sessions covered the physical changes that we can expect during
adolescence and how our emotions are influenced by them. It was reassuring
to see peers raise their hands in agreement when asked questions about mood
changes in recent months. We looked at the influences on our body image,
including peers and social media, and were given strategies to deal with the
expectation of physical appearance.

The Bystander versus Upstander discussion was particularly relevant for us at
PEGS. It gave us the confidence to call out behaviour that is not appropriate
using assertion rather than aggression. Our learning emphasised safe behaviour
online and we explored do’s and don'’ts to ensure we are safe when interacting
through technology. Whilst parts of the sessions were confronting, we know

they are important conversations to have. We feel we'’ve learnt a lot about the
challenges of growing up and can approach the coming years positively.

Harry Atchison (7Y), Philippe Bassan (7X), Daniel McNeill (72)
Year Seven

Getting acquainted

This term, the Year Seven Coordinators at McNab and Gottliebsen Houses
introduced a new program to help the boys and girls get acquainted There was a
flurry that morning, as lots of girls appeared to have butterflies in their stomachs.
“What am | supposed to talk about?” was one of the things | heard beforehand.

| wasn’t bothered by meeting anyone in particular, but | still sat in the corner. Four
girls walked through the door, two of whom | didn’t know. They sat near me and
we began to talk. Around six boys then walked through the door, looking just as
timid. So much for worrying!

Our Form teacher, Mr Bardsley, then explained an activity about introducing
ourselves and getting to know each other. Easier said than done, as most
conversations were very... awkward. And strained. But as the activity went on, it
became easier to approach new people and introduce ourselves to them.

By the end of the activity, | could name four people I'd never met before that
morning. These sessions encouraged us to socialise and gain more confidence
when talking to someone we didn’t know. | hope that we all met a potential friend
and can grow closer over our time at school.

Allegra Passarella
Year Seven

Party responsibly

As parties move from pop tops, the importance of educating students about safety around drug and
alcohol consumption becomes paramount. In August this year, guest speaker Paul Dillon spoke to the
Year Ten cohort in an online seminar, discussing the realities of drinking, vaping and other drugs.

As he delivered his message, Paul used his witty jokes and quirky personality to ensure that his
message was one that would resonate with students of our age, and be taken with us on weekends
and nights out. A ‘fist-full of food’ and ‘water time’ (one glass of water) were the pivotal rules, he told
us. Another vital discussion considered the use of the recovery position to keep others safe while they
rest and wait for help.

Paul’s transparent and realistic outlook allowed students to trust him and gravitate toward his
message. This experience was enlightening for all students, educating us on the balance between a
good time and a safe time. Paul’'s messages will continue to stay with me the next time I’'m at a party.

Portia Farah
Year Ten

Our exam experience

On Thursday 17 June the first exam period of 2021 started. It was the first time any student in Year
Seven or Eight at PEGS had experienced exams. The fact that the Year Eights missed out on the
exams last year was not great. It created a more stressful atmosphere as we were not familiar with
how the exams would work. With that being said, the teachers informed us on everything we needed
to know about the exams and helped us as much as they could.

The exams proved a great opportunity to understand the process, especially for future VCE studies.
For the Year Eights, the entire process of revising and studying allowed us to understand our subjects
more deeply. Due to this being our first exam experience, many of us did not revise enough and this
lack of understanding created a more stressful experience.

The exams were set out with two sessions a day; one in the morning and one in the afternoon. If
you did not have an exam then you would attend a study period. The exams were one and a half
hours long, with a half an hour study session before they started. The exam period allowed Year
Eights to understand the process and what needs to be done in order to achieve our best. These
understandings will be carried through the rest of our school years.

Cameron Sloan and Ted Thompson
Year Eight

9ERS Olympics

After returning from the fifth bout of online learning, the Year Nine boys were very much looking
forward to the first week of the 9ERS programme; however, due to some COVID restrictions still
remaining in place, the activities had to be modified. In the spirit of the time, it was decided that a ‘Mini
Olympics’ would be held across the normal 9ERS time slot.

With events ranging from athletics and basketball to Scrabble and Sudoku, all the boys were eager to
get involved. The games were played with good spirit and were a good tool to get the boys socialising
again after two weeks at home. Not only was 9ERS enjoyable but it gave the cohort opportunities to
try new activities and to be challenged both physically and strategically with the limited resources.
Even though we couldn’t do the activities as originally planned, we made the most of what turned out
to be a successful and enjoyable 9ERS activity.

Luke Tutus and Deon Tzaros
Year Nine




Respectful
relationships

Teachers have been unpacking the resources of The
Good Society’s, Respectful Relationships program
and trialling activities in classrooms. These resources
are used in conjunction with carefully planned units of
work that help develop through lines of thought and
discussion, and teachers make the connection explicit
to the girls.

In Prep to Year Two, self-awareness is developed
using the Feel See Think Act Do strategy, recognising
emotions and actions in building new friendships and
negotiating shared spaces. It is generally in the more
unstructured times outside the classroom that students
have freer rein to try out skills of communication,
legotiation and to employ self-regulation. Debriefing
d deconstruction of events are crucial to
tanding cause and effect, and appreciating how

shoices they make, and the way they behave,
t others.

ocus in the middle primary years is development
itive relationships, and in recognising that all
ence deserves respect. The girls negotiate
2longing to groups, and with this, the exploration of
sion and exclusion becomes crucial.

e development of personal identity is strong in
LUpper primary as the girls are encouraged to question
stereotypes and value their individuality. They are
prompted to recognise ethical choices in the way they
manage themselves, their friendships and to understand
peer pressure.

These ideas sit well with our Bystander Code of

Conduct and Mutual Respect policies, and the practices

and thinking resonate with the statement in the Care

and Wellbeing Pillar that “We help each other adapt to

challenges, make good choices, solve problems and
ccept responsibility.”

istine Hallman
ad of Junior School (girls)




Preps

With another lockdown over, the Prep boys were eager to turn off their computers and return to their Essendon
campus. To celebrate their 100 days of school and the Olympic Games in Tokyo, the boys participated in a Mini
Olympic Games tournament at school.

World class events included the egg and spoon relay, team-work tunnel ball and a challenging obstacle course
around the playground. The highlight was the sprint around the running track, where the boys shot off like rockets
while their classmates cheered them on. The boys developed many important gross motor skills, including
balancing and catching. They also practised essential social skills, such as turn taking and team work. The boys
were commended on their teamwork, resilience and the positive attitudes that were demonstrated at the Mini
Olympics.

Although the Prep boys’ 100th day of school happened to fall during Distance Learning, the celebrations did not
disappoint. Exciting activities across the day included a ‘Mystery Voice’ matching game and videos sent in by some
furry celebrity guests. Other activities included making crowns, doing 100 jumps and a dance party to finish off the
celebrations.

Congratulations to the Prep boys, who are now 100 days smarter. A huge ‘thank you’ to the boys’ families and
teachers who have supported their growth, learning and play this year.

Natasha Crawford
Prep Coordinator, Junior School (boys)

Rhys Norman
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Quest

The annual Maths Talent Quest is a state and national competition aimed at promoting interest and excellence in
mathematics with the focus on the process of mathematical investigation and relating mathematics to everyday life.

Students can choose to undertake a project independently or in a small group. In the initial stages of the project the
boys meet with the Junior School Mathematics Coordinator, Mr Peter Maher, to brainstorm ideas. The boys then
set about collecting data for their investigation before presenting a project that shows real world connections to
mathematics using appropriate mathematical terminology. All entries are then submitted to a state judging panel.
This year the following projects received a high distinction at the state level:

Year Four - Neil Aruliah, Thomas Topalovic and Dilan Wickramasinghe— Is the Tallest the Fastest?

Year Four - Dilan Wickramasinghe - Predicting the Number of Lollies in a Lolly Jar

Year Five - Thomas Sevdalis, Maximus Tzikas and Christian Lapetina - The Kids Are In Charge

Year Five - Dylan Ridley and Oskar Parker - Who is Flying Under the Radar in our Local Under 12 A
Grade Basketball League?

Year Five - Adam Morosinotto and Jack Wilson - Lower Your Heating Bill Through Gaming
Year Five — Rhys Norman - Watch The Birdie - Galahs on The Nature Strip Again

As well as receiving a high distinction, Rhys Norman’s project was chosen to represent Victoria at the national
Maths Talent Quest competition.

| would like to congratulate all boys for their strategic thinking, perseverance and thorough investigations.

Graeme Sharman
Head of Junior School (boys)




Going with
the flow

A recent wellbeing survey completed by

our students provided some really useful
information. For our students their families,
friends and teachers are an important social
connection at this time and their contribution
to general wellbeing is crucial. To celebrate
this, on Friday 27 August we had a
Friendship Day where teachers discussed
the importance of staying connected. We
also know the power of kindness to improve
our own wellbeing and on Wednesday

1 September students were encouraged

to participate in Random Acts of Kindness
Day.

Students also suggested in the survey that
they are finding it hard to sit in one spot for
the whole day. As a response to this, the
period between classes has been extended
to ten minutes to allow students to be more
physical. Mr Quirk sent to all students
some tips about how they could use their
time to be more active.

Adam Grant, writing in the New York Times
recently used the term ‘languishing’ to
describe how people are feeling. For Grant
‘it feels as if you’re muddling through your
days, looking at your life through a foggy
windshield’; Grant suggests one of the key
ways to overcome languishing is through
‘flow’ which is a state of absorption where
‘your sense of time, place and self melts
away’. To achieve this, it is crucial to have
uninterrupted time so that it is possible

to focus on one task; it could be cooking,
knitting, kicking a football or solving a
puzzle. As we continue to face uncertainty,
| think there is real merit in us each trying to
achieve a state of flow.

Tim Watson
Head of Larkin Centre
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Empowering
Agency

When we consider children’s agency within our
educational programs, we are also considering The
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNICEF, 1989).
In relation to agency, children have the right to; play,
participate, learn, make choices, be consulted, for their
voices to be listened to and to access good quality
education.

Agency “is about how able they (the children) are to
fully involve themselves in their lives, to try new things,
to respond to others, to listen and be listened to,
and to achieve the things they are working towards.”
(Whitington, 2014, p. 22)

Although there are many ways in which we support
children’s agency at PEGS Kindergartens, one practice
that we focused on this term was empowering children
to guide their own learning. Through their current inquiry
projects: Cottage 49- what is thinking?, Cottage 51-
science through zoology and Cottage 53- developing
growth mindset, the educators implemented intention
teaching strategies such as ‘What do you already.
know?’, ‘What would you like to know?’ and ‘What

is your theory?’ to encourage the children to reflect
on their own learning and develop ownership of their
research. These strategies also provided opportunitie
for the children to participate, be consulted, be listen
to, make choices and engage in play.

Throughout this term our work confirmed that when
children are active protagonists in their learning, they
become more invested in participating and develop
a strong sense of agency where they make informed
choices, try new things, listen to others and experien
success.

1
Agency in the Early Years, Victoria Whitington; 1
Early Childhood Australia, 2014.

Lauren Olcorn
Director of Kindergartens



Food for
Speaking

Active

Gitaanjali Nair (Year Eleven) Krystel Parras (Year Twelve)




Junior Lord Mayor of
Melbourne

Following her selection in 2020, Alicia Gec (currently in Year Eight) has been performing her role as Junior Lord
Mayor of Melbourne. During her term Alicia was invited to speak at public forums focusing on mental health, and
recently she had afternoon tea with (Senior) Lord Mayor, Cr Sally Capp. They discussed home school learning,
climate change, youth participation in decision making, current initiatives to bring Melbournians back into the city
and many more topics.

Alicia’s leadership is built on her willingness to serve, a trait that she shows around McNab House, particularly in
her classes, and in Dorset House activities.
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Limerock House support

The Koala Kids Foundation is a not-for-profit organisation that helps children and young adults during their cancer
treatment. This organisation provides engaging activities and therapeutic resources for the child undergoing
treatment as well as support for the whole family. It provides activities including puzzles, colouring books, stickers
and much more. This may seem like a small gesture but it helps preoccupy the children during their treatment and
can make their day.

During the July holidays we volunteered at Koala Kids in Hawthorn. Normally most volunteers go to the Royal
Children’s Hospital to interact with the children in person. However, under COVID restrictions we had to come

up with another way to help. We collaboratively worked behind the scenes to create care packages for the

children going through treatment and their siblings. The packages consisted of activities such as colouring books
and puzzles wrapped in vibrant orange tissue paper and unique handwritten notes from us. Although it was
disappointing that we couldn't visit them in person, we knew everything we touched would put a smile on their faces
and that is the most important thing. We were grateful for this opportunity to use our time to make a difference and
help people.

The Koala Kids Foundation’s motto is “We believe happy helps” and this experience allowed us to truly witness the
difference that this organisation makes.

Ella Windsor, Aishani Mysore, Keilana Nguyen
Limerock House, Year Ten
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Mary Poppin

‘Anything can happen if you let it ..."were the uplifti
to the celebratory closing number of our production ¢
and Cameron Mackintosh’s Mary Poppins JR. The
particularly apt as we witnessed a group of young pe
achieve what threatened to become the impossible
stage in a musical during a pandemic.

They managed it by giving their unwavering trust to tf
who were organising the show, and to each other. With
students progressed in learning scenes, songs and che
even when interruptions to their onsite rehearsal sche
They approached the whole production process with
acceptance of the fact that it could be cancelled at'a
a result seemed to cherish all the more each opportur
work together.

Living the themes of the closing song, the cast and cre
Poppins JR, definitely learned to ‘fly together’, as Gec
and his son Michael did in the show. Mary Poppins advis:
if they ‘reach for the heavens’, they would ‘get the stars
in’, and it is exactly what happened when everybody involv

the 2021 Junior Musical were rewarded with a single 14 '
pinnacle, performance; in stunning costumes, under lights
an appreciative audience in attendance. . 1

Jessica Gorlin
Director of Performing Arts
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Soundwaves inspire

During my first tour of the school in December 2017, with then Principal Tony Larkin, the dilapidated state of the
Essendon Music House was a source of dismay for me and apology from Tony! The imminent decision to improve
this resource was certainly timely and | was excited to be involved from the concept design stage to finally using
the finished facility from Term Four 2020.

Working with the team from McBride Charles Ryan the concept was unveiled as a creative and sympathetic way to
blend the old with the new. The whole represents a modern learning environment with the facilities expected in a
modern school.

The view from Nicholson Street is of a renovated Victorian villa returned to its former glory with a new verandah
and roof, decorative cornices, refurbished art deco doors and luxurious deep blue carpet throughout.

As you proceed along the path into the campus it reveals its modern, bright and distinctive side, with coloured
bricks in pale blue, white and faded turquoise, fashioned as a frozen soundwave meeting the sky. Here the building
has polished concrete underfoot and brightly coloured doors and carpets in pink, blue and green. The interior
spaces are light and airy and particularly colourful in the new classroom/performance space and teaching studios.

Notwithstanding its modest proportions the building was recently awarded the AlA 2021 Victorian Architecture
Award for Educational Architecture. We are very fortunate to enjoy the benefits of this fabulous building which
raises the spirit and inspires beauty for everyone.

Amanda Rowarth
Director of Music
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Your child
and music

There is much research and evidence investigating the
benefits of music education for children. In particular
the powerful effects of learning to play an instrument,
especially when starting in primary school.

The most common positive measures studied

concern the impact on children’s cognitive and

social development, mental health and wellbeing.
Unfortunately, mainstream entertainment reinforces the
myth that excellence in music is based solely on the
talent of the individual, and that others not blessed with
the talent gene can merely be the audience. Everyone
loves music, but mostly as passive consumers rather
than active participants.

Music is surrounded by strong folk-
psychological beliefs about the nature

of abilities and their acquisition, with the
dominant folklore belief being that musical
skill is an expression of an innate talent,
possessed only by a specially endowed
few (Howe et al., 1998). It is not surprising,
therefore, that when students encounter
difficulty with their learning, they tend to
attribute this to their lack of natural ability
rather than effort (see Dweck, 2000).

(Evans & McPherson, 2014, p. 12).

Certainly, people display different levels of aptitude for
music as with any other human pursuit, but this can be
traced to their home and education environment and
the opportunities and encouragement and support they
have accessed.

Most accomplished musicians know that their success
is based on hard work and having a growth mindset.
This is all possible without any reference to talent and
innate ability. At our school we offer this opportunity

to all students and support them with best practice in
teaching and learning.

Griffin, M. (2018). Are You Talented? htips://
professional-development.com.au/believe-in-talent/

Evans, P., & McPherson, G. E. (2014). Identity and
practice: The motivational benefits of a long term
musical identity. Psychology of Music 2014, Vol XX(X)
pp.1-16.

Amanda Rowarth
Director of Music




Soccer

Records were broken in 2021 with the Girls
First XI Soccer winning our first AGSV/APS
Soccer premiership. In similar fashion the
boys also were declared AGSV Premiers
despite an interrupted season.

The girls swept all before them. Throughout
the season they impressed with some
exquisite skills and beautiful teamwork. A
couple of very tight encounters highlighted
the character and fight in the team, not
relying only on raw ability. Finally, when

the season was complete a shared title for
PEGS with Carey was announced and the
history books were inked.

Similarly, the boys fought tooth and nail

to stay on top as the uncertainty of the
campaign unfolded. The team had won
every game up until the matchup at
Marcellin, a game everyone knew would

be the title decider. The match proved an
incredible school sport encounter, ending in
a draw. This meant that the teams could not
be separated at the season’s close. Another
shared premiership.

A relevant theme this year was, ‘What
stands in the way, becomes the way’. It was
a season for PEGS soccer in which the girls
and boys did the school and our community
proud!

First Xl Girls Squad

Claudia Mihocic (Captain)

Jesse Armstrong, Zoe Borrelli, Isabella
Cvetkovski, Chelsea De Silva, Olivia
Falzon, Anthea Gollant, Kiara Istanto, Emily
Jurgec, Tea Kastanos, Mikayla Louloudis,
Vasiliki Papafotiou, Indra Thomas, Zoe
Tsenalidis, Annabelle White, Charlotte
Whitfield

First XI Boys Squad

Tyler Cooper, Nick Giarrizzo (Co-Captains)
Marcus Aiello, Jai Balestra, Alexander
Bekris, Max Bisetto, Kostas Chrisant,
George Dioudis, Kaan Elibol, Matteo
Masiero, George Mihailidis, Henry
Pickering, Anthony Saad, Lucas
Smaragdiou, Reuben Stathis, Stefan
Stojcevski, Alexander Tasevski, Lucas
Trenkovski, Connor Valenti, Ross
Vassiliadis

Colin Cooper

(Team Manager, Boys First Soccer)
Andrew Depetro

(Coach, Girls First Soccer)

Forum

In June 2020 and May 2021 | took part in the Cricket
Victoria Girls Leadership Forum. The first event

had a webinar and online leadership component.

This included different guest speakers giving their
experiences. My favourite guest speaker was Molly
Strano. One of the key points she raised was that you
don’t need a badge or title to lead. After the webinar,
we completed an online program. The key points that
| took away were: always be brave enough to ask
questions; create visions of where you want to go with
your team and what you want to achieve; always be
positive; develop high resilience: with good resilience
you need to know that you will have bad days and it

is okay; learn from failures; play your role in the team
and ensure you are the best prepared, leave nothing to
chance; and support and encourage everyone.

The Leadership breakfast in May this year was a great
opportunity to meet all of the girls who did the program.
The guest speakers included Kim Garth (an Irish
cricketer), Sophie Day (an Australian Cricketer) and
Isobel Anstey (Australian and UCLA basketball player).
It was great to hear about their individual pathways
and their experience during COVID-19 and how they
overcame their struggles. | have enjoyed being part of
this program and believe it will help me become a more
complete and effective leader in the future.

Olivia Powell
Year Nine




Archives

¥

Miss Lilian Limerock, along with her sisters, Elma and Muriel, lead the  After the Limerock Sisters retired in 1946, Miss Isobel Taylor took over

girls' school from 1912 to 1946. Their retirement was a huge change the Principal role. She remained Principal until 1949.
for students and staff. (PEGS Archives [PH04815]) Photo: Ruth Hollick. (PEGS Archives [PH05380])

':_‘:'1'\ PR -
" :\q? . .

All the students of Penleigh Presbyterian Girls' School pose on the front lawns in 1947.
You might have noticed at least 4 boys in this photo. (PEGS Archives [PH00129])

Penleigh Presbyterian Girls' School Boarders 1943. (M Matthews (née Crutch) [PH04713])
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Essendon Grammar School's First XVIIl Football Team proudly holding the 1946 Buckley and Nunn Cup from the Schools' Association of
Victoria (S.A.V.). This was a successful period for the school's sports teams, which included Gregory Sewell (back row, 3rd from left) who went
on to play 171 games with the Essendon Football Club. (Donor: G G Sewell [PH00126])
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Essendon Grammar School Boarders 1945 standing proudly in front of the Assembly Hall doors. (PEGS Archives [PH06515])

In 1923 Mr Charles Rodney Woollacott became Principal at Northern Essendon Grammar School view from Raleigh Street 1947.
Presbyterian College, which he promptly renamed Northern Grammar (Donor: L O Rogers [PH04238])
School. He was later Principal of Essendon Grammar School after Mr

Gresham Robinson's retirement in 1940. He remained Principal until
1950. (Donor: Australia-China Friendship Society [PH05487])



PEGS Former Students Association
and Business Network

PEGSHUB

PEGSHUB is the home of PEGS Business, Parent and Former Student Community. The place to connect with
businesses, former students, jobs and careers, sporting clubs and more. PEGSHUB is a dedicated destination for
commerce, careers, news and events in an easy-to-use platform that makes it easy to connect for any purpose.

PEGSHUB has replaced the digital PEGS Business Directory publication and Business Memberships are now
available for the PEGS Community.

Business Membership
+ Promote your business, products ad services to the PEGS Community via your own account.
+ Connect with businesses, former students, jobs and careers, sporting clubs, events and more.

Why
» Reach the PEGS Community online — your business will be available to 10,000+ PEGS Former Students
and business community of current parents.
» Promote your business throughout the year.
» Make products, services available and market your business via edm'’s, social media and on PEGSHUB.

Visit www.pegshub.com.au to view all the membership options available.

For further information on PEGSHUB, please contact Lisa Leask, PEGS FSA Business Network Coordinator - 03
9016 2180 or lisa.leask@pegs.vic.edu.au

Make your business products & services
available to the PEGS Community. Join
PEGSHUB as a business member and
receive the following benefits:

Business

Connact with tha 10,000+ PEGS
community of businesses, parants,
former students and sporting clubs

Sell products for scommerce,
any sarvices for direct enguiry
ar avents you are hoasting

Manage your own account on
PEGSHUE and control what |s
shared to our commumity

i PEGSHUB
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Events

Event 2 — Mental Health, Wellbeing, Culture and Leadership
Date: POSTPONED

Time: 7am — 9am

Venue: RACV Club, Level 2 Club Pavilion, 501 Bourke St, Melbourne

Guest Presenter: Paul Roos

Event 3 - End of Year Celebration — Details TBC

Golf Day - Details TBC

10 Year Reunion — Class of 2010 - Bells Hotel, 157 Moray Street, South Melbourne
12noon — 5pm, Sunday 14 November 2021

10 Year Reunion — Class of 2011 - Penny Young, 22 Young Street, Moonee Ponds
12noon — 6pm , Saturday 20 November 2021

20 Year Reunion — Class of 2000 and 2001 — POSTPONED
30 Year Reunion — Class of 1990 and 1991 — POSTPONED

Please visit to register your attendance

to subscribe and join PEGSHUB

PEGS Business Network’s specific purpose is to connect former PEGS Students and Alumni in business, creating
business opportunities for all members while also keeping in touch with and contributing to the greater PEGS
Community.

To request membership, please login to LinkedIn and search for ‘PEGS Business Network’

If you have a Facebook account, please search for PEGS Former Students’ Association and PEGS Business
Network and ‘like’ our pages.

Altior et Sapientior PENLEIGH AND ESSENDON GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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Alumni Spotlight Joanne Kakafikas, Class of 1995

Joanne Kakafikas is the General Manager of Asylum Seeker Resource Centre which is Australian’s largest
independent not-for-profit who support and empower people seeking asylum and refugees.

What have you been doing since leaving PEGS in
19957

| went straight in to a Commerce degree at Melbourne
Uni and then completed my honours year. When |
finished with a bit of a generalist degree | wasn’t sure
where it would take me. | spent many years working

in recruitment, and quickly found myself in business
management roles. After quite a stretch in this industry |
realized | felt a large disconnect between the work | was
doing and my personal values. It was time for a change.
And | am grateful every day that | made the move in to
the NFP sector. | cannot imagine ever going back to the
corporate world.

During your time as a student at PEGS, what did you
like most?

| think the variety of opportunities we were given. Sport,
drama, music: we were able to give it all a shot. To
varying degrees of success.

Was there anyone who inspired you?

My Year Eight English teacher — Mrs Giriffiths. While |
had always loved to read she really encouraged a love
of the ‘classics’. | remember her telling me to read To
Kill a Mockingbird, and once | realized it wasn’t ‘Tequila
Mockingbird’ and found it at the library | was on my
way to appreciating a whole world of reading which had
been opened up to me.

Tell us about the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre?

We are the largest advocacy and aid organization for
people seeking asylum and refugees in the country.
Supporting people through their journey of seeking
asylum, we have services that assist people from
surviving (food, material aid, casework, legal) to thriving
(education, employment and social connectedness

programs). We are a community. Our office in Footscray

is called the Home of Hope and honestly little miracles
happen here every day.

What is your biggest professional accomplishment?

| think my current role as General Manager of the
ASRC. | joined the organization seven years ago as
their Office Manager and have worked through being
the Director of People and Services to my current role.
We have a staff of approximately 220 paid staff and
1200 volunteers. We also have two social enterprises
where we employ people seeking asylum and offer
pathways to further employment. If you need a cleaner
get in touch with ASRC Cleaning, or if you need a
delicious vegetarian meal call ASRC Catering.

What's your favourite memory of PEGS?

Honestly, it is the friendships that | still have and hold
dear. There is something to be said of school friends
who have known you since you were five —itis a
special kind of friend that has been there through every
phase of your life.

What advice would you give to young PEGS alumni?
Stay connected. Opportunities arise through networks
and connections. And use your skills and talents for
good! We need more smart, talented and connected
people in the NFP sector.

What do you do in your spare time?

Well, as old as | feel, | have a three year old — so that is
plenty! | love to travel (somewhat restricted right now)
and we have just bought a campervan so that we can
do more off the beaten track trips when allowed. | am a
sucker for a dating reality TV show and a crime/thriller
novel — because we all need downtime sometimes to
escape the world.
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2021 Dates for the Diary

Term Four

October

4 October — Term Four begins

6 October — VCE Visual Arts Viewing
11 October — Piano Concert Three
14 October — String Concert Three
19 October — Valedictory Dinner

25 October — Suzuki Concert Five

November

15 November — Suzuki Concert Six: Break-up and
Graduation Concert

29 November — Junior Christmas Concert

December

1 December — Carol Service

7 December — Transition Day
8 December — Term Four ends

Contact details: newsletter@pegs.vic.edu.au
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